
COUNCIL MEETING 27 FEBRUARY 2020 
Item 6 – Public Questions 
 
 

 Question 
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Question 
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1 Julie 
Yardley 

Cllr 
Butler 
 

Petersfield Town Council has recently 
adopted a policy to gradually become a 
pesticide free town.  As research now tells 
us about the dangers to our health, the 
decline of wildlife and the destruction of 
biodiversity associated with the use of 
pesticides, would the Council consider 
adopting this same policy as many other 
towns and cities in the UK are now doing. 
 

I am aware of the Petersfield Town Council policy and 
can confirm that no pesticides are used in the EHDC 
area by our contractors, Norse SE. 
 
 
 

2 Amelia 
Gabriel 
 

Cllr 
Costigan 

What are the options for substantially 
reducing the carbon footprint of the Taro 
Centre and Penns Place? 
 

In 2017, EHDC benefitted from funding from the Heat 
Network Delivery Unit, and a feasibility study for a heat 
network based on biomass and the anchor load of the 
Taro swimming pool was produced. This is available on 
our website: EHDC /Energy Strategy – scroll down for 
the link to the pdf. 
 
https://www.easthants.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/1603
18%20FINAL%20EHDC%20Heat%20Feasibility%20v%2024.pdf 

 
Subsequently, we have had a change of leisure services 
operator. There are plans to raise the issue of the carbon 
footprint of the operation of their sports centres in East 
Hampshire as part of the partnership approach. 
 

https://www.easthants.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/160318%20FINAL%20EHDC%20Heat%20Feasibility%20v%2024.pdf
https://www.easthants.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/160318%20FINAL%20EHDC%20Heat%20Feasibility%20v%2024.pdf


3 Amelia 
Gabriel 
 

Cllr 
Louisson 

What is EHDC doing to ensure it has no 
pension or other investments in fossil 
fuels?  

Our Property Investment does not include any direct 
investments in the fossil fuel industry, but our medium-
term aim is to re-evaluate the property investment 
strategy to move towards more energy efficient 
properties which will have a lower carbon footprint and 
be more economical for tenants to operate.  In addition, 
we will be including facilities such as EV charge-points 
on site and microgeneration of renewables e.g. 
Photovoltaics to further offset the building carbon 
emissions. This, we anticipate will make our investments 
more attractive in the marketplace.  
 
The EHDC staff pension is administered through 
Hampshire County Council. 
 
We have contacted their investment team who have 
confirmed that the Fund has Responsible Investment 
web page which contains all the relevant information. 
 
The Pension Fund’s overall investment strategy is set out 
in the Investment Strategy Statement (ISS) and the Fund 
is currently undertaking a review of the strategy following 
the 2019 Actuarial Valuation. 
 
The Pension Fund is a signatory to the Financial 
Reporting Council's UK Stewardship Code and United 
Nations Principles of Responsible Investment (PRI) and 
agreed a revised Responsible Investment (RI) policy in 
July 2019 https://www.hants.gov.uk/hampshire-
services/pensions/local-government/joint-pension-fund-
panel/responsible-investment 
 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/hampshire-services/pensions/local-government/joint-pension-fund-panel/responsible-investment.
https://documents.hants.gov.uk/pensions/2018-2019-InvestmentStrategyStatementincludingRIpolicy.pdf
https://www.hants.gov.uk/hampshire-services/pensions/local-government/joint-pension-fund-panel/responsible-investment
https://www.hants.gov.uk/hampshire-services/pensions/local-government/joint-pension-fund-panel/responsible-investment
https://www.hants.gov.uk/hampshire-services/pensions/local-government/joint-pension-fund-panel/responsible-investment


The RI policy includes a description of how 
Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) issues are 
considered in decisions about various different asset 
classes, as well as the approach to voting and company 
engagement. 
 
The Hampshire Pension Fund Panel and Board has also 
created a Responsible Investment sub-committee to 
increase its capacity for the consideration of Responsible 
Investment issues. 
 

4 Daniel 
Lee 

Cllr 
Louisson 

Chichester District Council has allocated 
additional resources (£150k over two 
years) to develop and implement an 
ambitious climate strategy and action plan. 
Will EHDC do something 
similar?  https://chichester.moderngov.co.
uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=135&MId=1
170&Ver=4     
 

East Hampshire District Council, following the declaration 
of a Climate Emergency has allocated £50,000 for 
project-related spend on our identified priority projects for 
2020-2021. Combined with the new guidance for 
councillor grants this makes another £43,000 towards 
environmental initiatives. So, the total spend in year one 
is £93K, which pro-rata is more than Chichester District 
Council have allocated.  On top of this the Council has a 
dedicated officer dealing with this important work as well 
as a team of officers to support individual projects.  
 

5 Daniel 
Lee 

Cllr 
Butler 

A few councils have already published 
their climate action plans, with hard targets 
and many good ideas (e.g. Eastleigh, 
Winchester, Worthing and Adur, Wealden, 
Chichester, South Hams etc). What 
lessons can EHDC draw from this work? 

 EHDC is in the process of confirming a draft Climate and 
Environment Strategy. Our Climate and Environment 
Lead officer has drawn on many sources to produce this 
document, including how other similar sized rural 
authorities are shaping their strategies. We hosted a 
Let’s Talk event on 11 February when there was an 
opportunity for us to hear from residents and other 
groups. The emerging strategy will incorporate concepts 
gleaned from the councils mentioned and others: 
 

https://chichester.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=135&MId=1170&Ver=4
https://chichester.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=135&MId=1170&Ver=4
https://chichester.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=135&MId=1170&Ver=4


The action plan for the first 5 years to our 2050 target for 
carbon net zero has annual priority projects with a 
commitment to report every 6 months on outputs. 

6 Greg 
Ford 

Cllr 
Millard 

Hampshire local government is 
fragmented at different levels and each 
body is taking its own approach to the 
climate emergency, with different action 
plans and levels of ambition. What can 
EHDC do to foster more coordination 
between the different levels of local 
government in our area when it comes to 
responding to climate change so that area-
wide initiatives are more effective? (for 
example, see what is happening in Devon 
https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.u
k/) 

Thank you for the question. It is fundamental that the 
different tiers of local government work in tandem to 
address the climate emergency. 
 
The equivalent to Devon Council for us is Hampshire 
County Council.  
 
We have close links though officer groups and shared 
Councillor representatives in EHDC and Hampshire 
County Council.  This week colleagues and councillors 
had met the HCC Climate officer team specifically to plan 
how to work in a joined-up way. 
 
East Hampshire District Council have a successful track 
record of collaborating with the County Council, and 
envisage working together to deliver climate objectives, 
especially in those areas where the County is the 
relevant authority.    
 
Since both organisations have declared a climate 
emergency, and both are extending resource and 
budgets to address the issues, we anticipate our working 
relationship will develop to share a co-ordinated 
approach across the area and initiatives.  
 



7 Greg 
Ford 

Cllr 
Millard 

I welcome the one-off allocation of £50k 
for environmental projects in the EHDC 
budget revue, this is a good first step. For 
the next, I wonder if the council has looked 
at Shrewsbury Town Council, which is 
planning to increase its local council tax by 
£47 a house (band B) to raise a fund of 
£250k a year to tackle climate change in 
the area.  
 
EHDC has said, probably rightly, that 
residents in East Hants will accept a small 
increase in council tax to pay for welfare 
initiatives. Has the council also asked 
residents if they would be happy to pay 
more to help tackle climate change and if 
not, will it consider this in future as the 
climate strategy is developed? 
 

Climate change and its effects were clearly recognised 
issues and the Council had a Climate Change 
Champion, Cabinet Liaison Panels and the funds in 
place to address to address them. It was a journey that 
residents needed to be included in and the best ways to 
do this would be examined.   
 
 
 
 

 


